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Sunday,June 12, 1988. Mark rhat
date,fior it signifies a new beginning in
thc annalsof dog show history and the
first SCtA Training Match.
What'snewaboutmatches?
What's
newaboutjudgespracticingtheir skills at
marches?What IS the SeniorConformation Judge's Assaiation (SCIA) and
what is it doing for us?Readon!
TheSCJAis becomingbeuerknown
andmae importantly,beuerunderstood
by theaver-ag-e
exhibitoi. iJot jus a bumh
of stuffedshiraand starchedskirtssiuing
u leather+hairedmeetingscomplimenting cachother on their yearsofdevotion
andservice.I*t's be honest,the average
exhibitaeither didn't lnow mrrh about
tlte SCJA, or didn't seewhere it would
help him c her personally.Most of us
who eniry the doggy press have read
something about the SCJA but few
understmd what it's goals were. So as
one exhibitor to another,let me tell you
thatthoecwho aueded drcfirst Training
Ivlarch came away with a rcw undersanding and a tremendousoptimism
aboutthe future.
A uniquecorce,pt?Yes and no. Old
idcs castasideby AKC but rurewedand
impnovedupon by the SCJA. Observer
judges.'llands ur" learning.Continuing
edrcation FOR judges BY judges.Who
botrr b erh the aspiringjudges?Who
bcrer o sharesomuchcornbinedcxperienoees breeders,former licensedhandhrs, ord ultimately, rknowledged adjudicatcs of pemium dog flesh?
The personwho basstoodin center
ring fq so many yers has so much to
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passon to upcomingjudges-and if we
wouldbutlisten- to all therestof uswho
makeupthedogshowworld.Whatmore
constructiveand effective way for these
peopleto sharetheirwealthof knowledge
thanby'brganizing?" And so they did.
Not o sit aroundandjust pat eachother
on thebrkas someofushadsupposedin
the beginning,but to emich a qportthat
meansso much o them. Who are the
beneficiaries?We all are!
Constrictcdby guidclinesaad policies,judgestraditianlly havedisunced
themselvesftom exhibiors on the day
they're officiating. One had to wonder
how judges were supposedto "talk' to
exhibiton.Subjecttocriticismif theydo
ard damnedif theydon't! Skulkingoff in
secret visits 3o study dogs owned by
people they dare not visit with drning
*row houn. Trying to learn whilst not
becoming indebted. Asking a fellow
jrdge who might not know mrch more
aboutabreedfa anapplicationreferencc
ratherthanrisk a visit to a lop breeder's
kennel. A diffrcult, conradictory situation for everyorp. Well, the SCJA
Training lvlarch effectively ended that
quandary!
Judgesgive up their dee,plyvalued
'free time" !o aEerd clinics, seminars,
andwakshops.Weall know thar But in
Columbia, South Carolina, a rcw step
was tatgr wherebyleaming ta&esplace
under acnnl show conditions(and in a
ternific frcility) with senia jrdges and
topbreeder-judges
in eachring to inform
andteeh theirobserverjudges.Thepre
was leisurelyandconduciveo in-depttr
stndyof eachbrced.

The SCIA and the South Carolina
Federationof Dog Clubs turneda dream
into a reality. Judgescameat their own
expenseo participate in a unique and
untestedformat Think about that for a
moment. Judgeswith heavy schedules
whocould havebeenjudging orplaying
golf werenotonly willing butanxiousto
spend that precious weekend learning
andsharingmoreaboutdogs!C-ontraryto
establishedprotocol,theywercexpected
lo openly mingle wiuhcxhibitors, to ask
questions,and o encourageopen communication.
This unlitely aunospherewas setat
dinner the preceding night. Exhibion
werc not only invited, but were encour,
aged to sit side by side with the jrdges
who would be going over their dogs the
nextday. The motivatingforceandguest
speakerwasLt. Col. Wallrce Pede.Like
manyothers,we gaveup a free Saturday
and out of curiooity, left early to attend
thedinner.Itwaswellworth ir Col.Fede
saidthetatk hegaveon inconsistenciesin
jdging is not new. In fact, the *ript is
probablyol&r tlun the careersof many
of tlpse who sat there so intently entranced.Spacedoesn't permit coverage
of thetalk herebutbeassru€d,you won't
wirnt !o miss it. Perhapsthe srongest
statementthat could be madeabout his
lecore is that even the next maming
peoplewere still saying "I didn't know
TI{AT" a I ha&r't ttroughtabout it that
way."
Sundaymorning.Exhibitors tiptad
into the showhall, still not surejust what
ro expect.Ferhapsthe night before had
continued

SO Ac o n fi n u e d ...
beenadreamandthejdges would have
erectcd that inevitable judge+xhibior
barried?But no, everyonequickly found
hemsclvesenjoyinganincrcdibledayof
mutual SI{ARING! The relaxed and
congcnialarnosphereand the unrcctsomed experienceofbeing encoraged o
chat with someof the biggcst namesin
judging circles soonhadeveryonewalking on cloud nirr. hetty headystuff o be
ableo discusssomespecialpoint about
tlpc or characterwith a judge who was
eag€rto hearyou ouL hg farrciersputting aside &e consraints of the show
scene.I really doubt that any exhibior
hadthebadtaso o spoil themeaningand
privilege of the day by trying to '!romote"aprticulardog andl'm surehis in
itself allowedjudgesto initiate conversiations with their exhibitms. How refreshing it musthavebeenfor themto be able
exchuge
o askquestionsanderrcourage
of breedinformation withoutrisking the
proverbial spiel about "my new Special
you've just got to see. . . '"
The format was basically dnt of an
all br€ed march. Puppies wee judged,
then adults. But wait, this isn't just urother march. The QUALITY of exhibitg'rswas exceptional Obviuuly ev€ryone had bought their very best youngsters.Let's faceit, weall knew thatwhile
ttris atrordeda unique raining opportunity for 0te dogs in being examinedby
ftom two to tenjudges,the pimary purposo was for the judges o critique and
discuss erch exhibit's merits as comparcd to the breed standard.fuid then
anothernewtwist'FaExhibition Only"
dogsenteredthering. Thisclasspovided
the Observers and Judge Trainees an
oppornmity to examinesomeof ttre top
Specialsin the country. Manre, proud
andpolishe4 thesegreatdogssomehow
seened to know this was a very special
"showring." They werethereto r€pres€nt
their breed under the scrutiny of the
creamof the crop in judges.Their faults
would be duly noted, their virtues discussed. One exhibitor left the Saluki
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Specialty in Kentucky and drove like
mad all night to offer her magnificent
dog,not for thechanceat a "win," but to
beob!:ctively dissectedfor thebenefitof
fuure judgesof her brced.A lot of good
ard ddicated dog people made it all
h4pen, ud happenwith style andctass!
Iate afternoon and Groups began
witlr another distinct difference. Ob-'
serverjudgesin theGroupring. And yet
anotherdiffsence soon becameapparenl How many of us have sat ringside
while Groups were judged with only
scattercd or obviously organized ap-,
plause fq a few dogs? As an aside, I
remembersitting at a Best In Show ring
so filled with quality, not the least of
which wasthe gloriors GSD Hauer,and
theinvincible little Scottie,Shannon,that
I was absolutelyin awe. There wasino
applause.The almost empty ringside
yawnedandsatsilentassevengreatdogs
movedindividually. I won't editorialize
otherthantosayitwasa sadstalementon
dp biaseauitutie and iack oirespecr so
evidentintoday'sexhibitor.Butwait, did
I hearapplausefor eachandeveryexhibit
in the Grouprings u the SCIA Training
lvtatch?You bet we didl Not just dutiful
aplause, but genuinerespectand sup
porq a joyful expressionof an attitde
that I pray to God will carry over to the
next lic€nsedshow we Utend!
I won't try to te[ you how many
judges were th€re, I'd be srre to get it
wrong. It's safeb oy, well over thirty!
Two hudred forty ninedog;sin theregular classes.Ard indicative of the eager
participationof the exhibitors,fifty five
dogs were shown in "For Exhibition
Only!"
Sunday evening and the day was
runninglate duetrothe unexpectednumber of entries.Six o'clock and ringside
wasstill heavilyborderedby enthusiastic
spectatorswho weren't going anywhere.
Canyou imaginethat?Seveno'clock and
they were still tlrcre o applaudBest In
lvlatch finals and Group "Exhibition
only" dogs.Anxious to savoreverylast

minuteof a truly exceptionalexperience.
The SCIA andtheSC Federationof Dog
Clubsdidmuchmaethan makeadream
areality-they pulledoffa mirule!
I had intendedto submit this anicle
anonymously,but in putting it ogether
that beganto seemdownright hypocritical. Sure I'm pleased.You won't read
anythingnegativehere.And yep, one of
Sowhat?This
our entriesdid usall pnroud.
people
met on
wasone eventwheredog
common grurnd and dogs were judged
underthe toughestof criteri4 eachjudge
evaluatingthe other's qinions. lt didn't
matler if it was a nervorB novice or an
arthritic old breederon the end of the
lead.It didn't mater if you sharcda Coke
with a seniorjudgeandthenwent into his
or her ring. The only thing that mauer€d
wasatrue sharingof opinion andknowledge"Whetheryour dog "won" or "lost"
wasnot theissue,forevery dogandevery
personthere was a big winner-just by
havingbeenthere.SoI'll signmy nameto
this and the very ircr I can &r so without
fear of lifted eyebrowsis a tesiamentto
tbe atmosphereof thar event and it's
ovenrrhelmingimprct on the Fancy.
There will be many more SCIA
Training lvlarches.Warch fa them in
your ar€a.Don't miss it. They reFesent
one of the most constructive steps yet
taken by a powerfully progressiveorganizationon behalfofall dog Fanciers.
June 12, 198E.It was a "test run" but
indeed,it will havea trernendouslypositive impacton everyoneinvolved in dog
shows!.

